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CUNY University Faculty Senate, SUNY Faculty Council of Community Colleges,
and SUNY University Faculty Senate

Joint Statement on Civil Discourse and Campus Climate

The SUNY Faculty Council of Community Colleges, the CUNY University Faculty Senate, and the
SUNY University Faculty Senate affirm their commitment to foster campus climates that
equitably support the diversity that is inherent in our modern, pluralistic society. Our academic
communities depend on critical inquiry and the free expression of diverse opinions for the
creation of effective and inclusive learning environments. We call upon all members of our
academic communities—faculty, staff, and students—to not only engage in, but to encourage,
civil discourse that enables the exchange of ideas, however uncomfortable, thus furthering the
crucial mission of public higher education to contribute to the greater good.

Endorsed by the University Faculty Senate
January 21, 2017



