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Resolution to Revise Liberal Arts Credit Requirements for Baccalaureate Degree Programs

Whereas Article X § 4 of the Policies of the SUNY Board of Trustees stipulates that “the faculty of each
college shall have the obligation to participate significantly in the initiation, development and
implementation of the educational program”; and

Whereas Article VI. § 3 specifies that “The University faculty shall be responsible for the
conduct of the University’s instruction, research, and service programs"; and

Whereas a September 16, 1976 document from the Office of the Provost (appended to this
resolution) mandates that the number of credits in a single discipline not exceed 36 for a major
leading to a Bachelor of Arts degree, nor more than 44 credits for a major leading to a Bachelor of
Science degree; and

Whereas current New York State Education Department policies do not require or even mention a
maximum number of semester hours that may be earned in a single discipline as part of an
undergraduate degree; and

Whereas neither the current SUNY New Program Proposal nor the SUNY Program Revision Proposal
have specific policy to limit the number of credits that may be earned in a specific discipline or offered
toward graduation; and

Whereas in recent years both SUNY and SED have approved Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science
programs exceeding the maxima in the 1976 document; and

Whereas this resolution is not supporting any changes to the current SUNY polices for program design
or proposal; therefore

Be It Resolved that the University Faculty Senate recommends to the Chancellor that SUNY Policy
described in the document identified as "September 16, 1976, Office of the Provost", Section 5, be
modified and updated to reflect current SED Regulations as follows:

5. Liberal Arts Requirements in Baccalaureate Degree Programs

a. Programs leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree must include at least 90 semester hours in liberal
arts.
b. Programs leading to the Bachelor of Science must include at least 60 semester hours in liberal arts.



Background

The University Faculty Senate Undergraduate Programs and Policies Committee's charge is "to provide
advice and guidance to the Faculty Senate on matters relating to undergraduate programs and policies
throughout the University. To these ends, the Committee may review such areas as existing and
proposed curricula, standards for academic degrees, undergraduate academic assessment, teaching
techniques and evaluation, special undergraduate programs, articulation among units of State University
of New York and the various aspects of international education and development.

In accordance with that charge, the Undergraduate Programs and Policies Committee presents this
Resolution for approval by the SUNY University Faculty Senate.

The text of the 1976 Memorandum to Presidents follows.
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September 16, 1975
Office of the Provost
i usrernents for Linde uate
The minimum credit requirements set for in these guidelines apply 1o existing and
proposed undergraduates degree programs offered by the Siate University o under fs
academas supervision. The reguiremenis are consistent with State Edecation Departmsent
requiremeants and reguiations,

1. Typesof Degree Programs

| a. Associgte Degroe Programs: The Stale University of Mew York and instiubions
aperating under its acadamic program supanvision offer two types of associale degres
programs: {1 degres programs designed primarily for students pursuing acedemic
gtudias in fields which kead 10 1he Bachelar af Ans or the Bachelor of Science and (2)
degresa programs which are designed primarily to prepare a shudent for immediate
employabdity without further formal study. Associaie in Arts and the Associate n Science
diegres programs are aof tha first type and articulate with the Bachelor of Are or the
Bachelor of Science degres for fransferring students. Associate in Applied Sclence and
the Associate in Qocupational Studies degree programs ane of the second type. When a
graduate of such s program alects to pursua bamaluuraa.ta study, spacialized
baccalaureale degree program (e.q. Bachelor of Technology or Bachelor of Professional
Siudies) may be bast suited for the continuation of studies. Additional study may be
reguired of AR5 or A.0.5, degree holders if they transfer into a program keading to the
B.A. or B.S,
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b. Baccalureats Degres Progams: The Siate Unversity of Mew York offers programs
I=ading to thres cateqories of baccalaureate degrees: (1) Bachelor of Arts, (2) Bachelor
of Science, and (3) specialized baccalaureate degrees,

2. Gengral Degres Raquiremeants

a. The minimum total requirements for an associate degres is 60 semester hours or tha
equivalent. Ordinarily, no assoclate dagres program should reguse more than 64
samastar hours, Centain programs, paficulirdy some in tlechnical areas involving external
socreditation, may requing study beyond &4 semester houwrs. With special justification the
upper limit for an associabe degrae may be 72 semasier hours. Students who changa
curricula may legitimalely be obliged to meet formal requirements of fhe curdsulum in
which a degraa is sought aven thowgh normal maxima in credit houre are exceaded.

b, The minimurn tofal reguirement for a bachelor's degree (s 120 semester hours or the
aquivalent. Major exceptions, such as those for Tme-Vanable degrees, must ba
submitted for review to the Provost of the University. Except in fields where extemally
imposed standards are established, a9 in the case of architeciure and some ;m;-.-. of
engineering, e baccalaureate degres program shoukd regquing moee than 128 semester

hours without shiong educational jistification,

3. Liberal Ara:

Itis the responsibilty of the faculty of each campus o designade courses as “lbaral
ans" courses. Each campus should define the natune of such courses, publish and

pericdically review a list of them.
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4. Libaral Ards Requirements in Associate Degres Programas:
a.  Associale in Afs. Al programs leading to this degree reguine at least 45

semaster hours in ibaral ars.,

b. Associate m Scipnce. All programs leading 1o (his degree requare al least 30

sermester howrs in libaral arts.

¢ Assocsiabte in Applied Science. All programs leading to this degree require at
least 20 semeastar hours n liseral ans,

d. Associate in Occupational Studies, Programs leading to this degree need not

agbserve a minimum reguiremeant In liberal arts.

a. Programs leading 1o the Bachelor af Arts degres must nclude at least 50 semester
hours in liberal arts. Such programs should require no more than 36 semesier hours aof
specialization in & singla discipline. Students should not offer toward graduation morne
than 50 credit hours in & single discipline.

b. Programs keading to the Bachelor of Sclence must include at least 60 semester hours
in liberal arts. Swch programs should require no mare than 44 semesier hours of
specialization In a single discipline. Students showlkd not offer toward graduation more
than 60 semester hours in & gingle discipling, The degrees, Bachelor of Science in
Education. in Medical Technalagy, in Mursing and in Pharmacy should adhesre b he
same limitations as the Bachelor of Scienca dagrea,

¢ Specialized baccalaureate degrees. All specalized baccalaureate degraas that are
recognized in Mew York Stale and nol names in paragragh b, above, require al least 30

gerpagler hours in liberal ards.
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ame:; To be awarded a

baccalaureate degres, a student must successiully complete at least 45 semester haurs
in upper divigion courses. Af least 24 samester hours of the courses taken within the

student’s major field should be al 1he upper dedsion level,

7. Ealance and Breadth in Degree Programs: ARhough thess guidelines do not specify

exact distibutive requirements or specific content, # is expactad that the liberal arts
components of the Associate in Arts, Associata n Scence, Associate in Appied Scencs,
ard the elective elements of Bachelor of Ans and Bachelor of Science degree progrants

will provide a balancad cumculum in general educatian,

8. Excephons:
Some programs, because of innovative and nomtraditional approaches, cannot
appropriatedy be measured by these guideines. Degree programs which vary from thess

minimurm requiremeants may be submitted to the Provest of the Univarsity for separale

approval,






