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Resolution to Revise Liberal Arts Credit Requirements for Baccalaureate Degree Programs 
 
Whereas Article X § 4 of the Policies of the SUNY Board of Trustees stipulates that “the faculty of each 
college shall have the obligation to participate significantly in the initiation, development and 
implementation of the educational program”; and 
 
Whereas Article VI. § 3 specifies that “The University faculty shall be responsible for the 
conduct of the University’s instruction, research, and service programs"; and 
 
Whereas a September 16, 1976 document from the Office of the Provost (appended to this 
resolution) mandates that the number of credits in a single discipline not exceed 36 for a major 
leading to a Bachelor of Arts degree, nor more than 44 credits for a major leading to a Bachelor of 
Science degree; and 
 
Whereas current New York State Education Department policies do not require or even mention a 
maximum number of semester hours that may be earned in a single discipline as part of an 
undergraduate degree; and 
 
Whereas neither the current SUNY New Program Proposal nor the SUNY Program Revision Proposal 
have specific policy to limit the number of credits that may be earned in a specific discipline or offered 
toward graduation; and 
 
Whereas in recent years both SUNY and SED have approved Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science 
programs exceeding the maxima in the 1976 document; and 
 
Whereas this resolution is not supporting any changes to the current SUNY polices for program design 
or proposal; therefore 
 
Be It Resolved that the University Faculty Senate recommends to the Chancellor that SUNY Policy 
described in the document identified as "September 16, 1976, Office of the Provost", Section 5, be 
modified and updated to reflect current SED Regulations as follows:  
 
5. Liberal Arts Requirements in Baccalaureate Degree Programs 
 
a. Programs leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree must include at least 90 semester hours in liberal 

arts.  
b. Programs leading to the Bachelor of Science must include at least 60 semester hours in liberal arts. 
 
  



Background 
 
The University Faculty Senate Undergraduate Programs and Policies Committee's charge is "to provide 
advice and guidance to the Faculty Senate on matters relating to undergraduate programs and policies 
throughout the University. To these ends, the Committee may review such areas as existing and 
proposed curricula, standards for academic degrees, undergraduate academic assessment, teaching 
techniques and evaluation, special undergraduate programs, articulation among units of State University 
of New York and the various aspects of international education and development. 
 
In accordance with that charge, the Undergraduate Programs and Policies Committee presents this 
Resolution for approval by the SUNY University Faculty Senate. 
 
The text of the 1976 Memorandum to Presidents follows. 
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