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GLOBAL DISTINCTION

GLOBAL 
CAREER READINESS 
FOR EVERY MAJOR



ABOUT 
GLOBAL DISTINCTION

● A structured and guided set of distinctive, 
interdisciplinary, international experiences
(already offered at UAlbany or via partners) 

● A supplement to any degree, “something 
extra” to strive for, whatever one’s field of study 

● Prepares students to acquire the essential 
Knowledge, Skills, and Perspectives for their 
success in a globalized world

● Each student is supported in pursuing their 
own unique pathway towards Global Agility and 
Cultural Humility

● Recognized through a Transcript Milestone

● Since launching in 2018, there have been 
nearly 100 candiates and 10 graduates!



EXPLORE. EXPERIENCE. EXCEL

Interdisciplinary 
globally -oriented 

coursework

International 
immersion

Language Study
=



GLOBALLY-ORIENTED 
COURSEWORK

● 3 courses focused on :

○ Culture: Culture/Area studies or Intercultural 
Competency

○ Transnational: International Relations, 
Migration, or Human Rights

○ Development: International 
Development or Economics

○ Cultivates inter -disciplinary problem -solving

○ No extra classes!: overlaps with major, minor, 
gen ed requirements, and electives 

● ‘Capstone’ Research Project, in the student’s 
major, approached with a global lens



LANGUAGE STUDY

● 2 years (4 semesters) of foreign language 
acquisition, or demonstrated proficiency     
(ex.: heritage speakers, bilingual/multilingual 
international students)

● UAlbany offers at least 2 years of the 
following languages:

○ Arabic
○ Chinese
○ French
○ German
○ Hebrew
○ Italian
○ Japanese
○ Korean
○ Portuguese
○ Russian
○ Spanish



INTERNATIONAL 
IMMERSION

1 SEMESTER OF STUDY ABROAD

8-10 WEEK INTERN OR RESEARCH 
EXPERIENCE ABROAD

+

Any

COUNTRY

Any

SUBJECT

Any

TERM



CUSTOMIZED MAPS



BRIDGE THE GAP

● CIEGS awards 
thousands every 
semester for study or 
intern/research abroad 

A FINANCIAL REALITY

EXTERNAL FUNDING

● Applic ation  su pport 
on  G ilm an , B ore n , 
C ritic a l L an g u ag e  
S c h olarsh ip , as  w e ll as  
oth e r n ation al an d  
in te rn ation al aw ard s

FLIGHT VOUCHER

● F lig h t re im bu rsem en t  
via  Th e  D olan  F am ily 
S tu d y Abroad  
O pportu n ity F u n d  
(a lu m n i d on or)



VOICES OF 
GLOBAL DISTINCTION 

GRADUATES

Education: Major in East Asian Studies, Minor 
in Japanese Studies (2018)

Study and Internship: Japan (Tokyo University 
of Foreign Studies & Kansai Gaidai University)

Languages: Japanese & English

Career Goal: Tourism & Hospitality (now lives 
and works in Japan!)

COURTNEY

“Studying and interning abroad is one of my major 
accomplishments in life. Really, anyone can study abroad. 
Every day you will encounter new situations and new 
obstacles, so it is best to live in the moment.”

“Global competency means being culturally aware and 
accepting. I like to think that I am globally competent. It is 
hard for me to think of the world solely from an American 
perspective. I’ve lived in Japan for about three years, and 
I’ve traveled across East Asia, so I tend to think, “How 
would people from this country see this situation?” The 
world is not black and white. It is multicolored and it is 
pretty awesome.”



VOICES OF GD 
STEM GRADUATES

Education: Major in Bio Chemistry & Molecular 
Biology (2019)

Internship and Research: China (medical 
shadowing) & Germany (DAAD research)

Languages: French & English

Career Goal: Physician (on her way!)

CAROLINE

“It is definitely an experience that you need to be a part of, 
an experience that we cannot obtain from lectures or 
textbooks. I saw that interning in a field that you want to 
make a career of is like going on a journey to the future. 
This journey gives you a glimpse of what you can become 
and if this future path will make you happy.”

“While in China, I had the opportunity to observe many 
surgeries and take part in a few. I must say that this 
amazing experience made me realize that I really wanted 
to be a physician. I was in awe and the feeling of euphoria 
motivates me while I am at school to push through the 
hard work and get to my future. I learned that I can be 
anything if I only put in the effort.”



VOICES OF GD 
BUSINESS GRADUATES

Education: Major in Digital Forensics, Minors in 
EHC, Int’l Studies, & Business (2020)

Study & Internships: Germany ( University of 
Applied Sciences Bremen, Airbus); China 
(MindXplorer); Ghana (Cultural Rhythms)

Languages: Spanish, German & English

Career Goal: Global Security Analyst in the 
Public Sector (already working in her field!)

JAZLIN

“Studying, researching, or even interning abroad isn’t just 
a line on your resume, but an accomplishment that you 
can share with others, especially the context, nuances, and 
depth of that journey. Going abroad has changed me; 
changed the way I see the world, what I believe in, what I 
know, and what I care about.” 

“My time abroad provided me with an academic, career, 
cultural, and goal -oriented standpoint, in which I was able 
to develop as well as to understand things around me in a 
cross -cultural perspective. This helped me to dive deeper 
into cultural discovery, be more curious about the world, 
and, most importantly, carve out a well -rounded, dynamic 
study/internship/research abroad experience.”
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